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DLI Programming - 
A Review



  

Dual Language 
Immersion is…

A form of education in which 
students are taught literacy and 
content in two languages.  



  

Dual Language Immersion 

↔ Two Way ➡  One Way
Two language groups schooled through 
their two languages. 

(By definition, at least one-third must be 
native speakers of the immersion language, 
Spanish.)

One language group schooled through 
two languages.

Language Allocation
Percentage of instructional time in each language (50/50; 80/20; 90/10)



Center for Applied Linguistics: Guiding Principles for Dual Language Education 

https://www.cal.org/twi/guidingprinciples.htm


Seal of Biliteracy  

•Georgia HB 879
•Passed March 2016
•a diploma seal for achievement of high level of 
proficiency in one or more languages in addition 
to English

SY2028 = 1st NAHS DLI Class 

2017 16

2018 24

2019 27

2020 14

2021 28

2022 26

2023 37



Seal of Biliteracy Criteria - Georgia  
(1) Completion of all ELA requirements for graduation with an 
overall grade point average of 3.0 or above in those classes; 
and
(2) Proficiency in one or more languages other than English, 
demonstrated by passing a AP world language examination 
with a score of 4 or higher or an IB examination with a score of 
5 or higher.
(For languages in which an AP exam is not available, GADOE provides a listing of 
equivalent summative examinations that districts can use.)



DIFFERENCES ACROSS ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY SECONDARY

Classrooms

Language 
Allocation

Content 
Allocation

● Self-contained (teachers instruct in more 
than one content area)

● Departmentalized (different teachers for 
each content area)

● 50:50, Time-based (students switch teachers 
half-way through the day)

● 50:50, Period-based (students switch 
teachers for each content area based on bell 
schedule)

● Spanish: Reading, SLA, Math, 
Science

● English: Reading, English Language 
Arts, Social Studies

● Spanish: Spanish Language & Literature, 
1 core content area (Math, Social Studies 
or Science), 1 enrichment subject (Fine 
Arts, PE, etc.)

● English: English Language & Literature, 
Remaining core content areas, remaining 
enrichment subjects

Adapted from Soltero, S. W. (2016). Dual language education: Program design and implementation. Heinemann. (page 28, figure 2.2)



SAMPLE 6-8 ARTICULATION 
(Current Sutton Model based on Dr. Soltero’s Design of effective DLI programming)

6th grade/
Grado 6

7th grade/
Grado 7

8th grade/
Grado 8

Language & 
Literature/Language 

& Literature

Language & 
Literature/Language 

& Literature

Language & 
Literature/Language 

& Literature

Language & 
Literature/Language 

& Literature

Language & 
Literature/Language 

& Literature

Language & 
Literature/Language 

& Literature

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies)/

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies)

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies)/

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies)

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies)/

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies)

Science/Science Science/Science Science/Science

Math/Math Math/Math Math/Math

Elective/Elective Elective/Elective Elective/Elective

6th Grade/
Grado 6

7th Grade/
Grado 7

8th Grade/
Grado 8

Europe, the 
Americas, & 

Australia/Europe, 
the Americas, & 

Australia

Asia & Africa/
Asia & Africa

Georgia Studies/
Georgia Studies

Earth Science/
Earth Science

Life Science/
Life Science

Physical Science/
Physical Science

Subjects taught in Spanish/
Subjects taught in Spanish

Subjects taught in English/
Subjects taught in English

6th Grade/
Grado 6

7th Grade/
Grado 7

8th Grade/
Grado 8

Europe, the 
Americas, & 

Australia/Europe, 
the Americas, & 

Australia

Asia & Africa/
Asia & Africa

Georgia Studies/
Georgia Studies

Earth Science/
Earth Science

Life Science/
Life Science

Physical Science/
Physical Science



SAMPLE CONTENT & LANGUAGE ARTICULATION 6-12

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

Spanish 
Language & Lit

Spanish 
Language & Lit

Spanish 
Language & Lit

AP Spanish 
Language

AP Spanish 
Literature

IB Spanish 
Year I

IB Spanish 
Year II

English 
Language & Lit

English 
Language & Lit

English 
Language & Lit

9th Lit or 9th Lit 
Honors

English 10th 
Grade Lit/Comp

English American 
Lit/Comp

English British 
Lit/Comp

English Math English Math English Math

English or 
Spanish Social 

Studies

English or 
Spanish Social 

Studies

English or 
Spanish Social 

Studies

AP Geography or 
American 

Government

English or 
Spanish Social 

Studies

English or 
Spanish Social 

Studies

English or 
Spanish Social 

Studies

English or 
Spanish Science

English or 
Spanish Science

English or 
Spanish Science

Biology or 
Biology Honors

English or 
Spanish Science

English or 
Spanish Science

English or 
Spanish Science

Algebra I or 
Alg I/Geom A

English or 
Spanish Math

English or 
Spanish Math

English or 
Spanish Math

English AND 
Spanish Electives

English AND 
Spanish Electives

English AND 
Spanish Electives

English AND 
Spanish Electives

Elective in 
English or 
Spanish

Elective in 
English or 
Spanish

Elective in 
English or 
Spanish



APS DLI



Elementary Immersion 
Pre-K-5

Acquire broad base of 
content area 
knowledge and 
language (50% of day 
learning core subjects 
and Spanish Language 
Arts & Literacy

Middle School 
Immersion 6-8

Focus on cognition 
skills and deepening 
cultural competencies 
with 50% or day 
learning in core 
subjects (social 
studies or science), 
connections, and 
Spanish Language Arts 
& Literacy 

AP Language 
9-10

AP Language and 
Culture Course, AP 
Literature Course with 
one or more additional 
course in Spanish

University / 
Career

Utilize advanced and 
professional level 
language skills to 
develop biliterate and 
multicultural 
workforce; support 
career pathways that 
match with language 
study

IB / Dual 
Enrollment

IB Language with one 
or more core or 
elective course in 
Spanish or dual 
enrollment

Additional option: 
College & Career 
(Workplace Spanish)

K-12 Dual Language Immersion Atlanta Public Schools
Student Experience 



English Learner Demographic Data



Dual Language Immersion in Atlanta Public Schools

2023 – 2024

Benteen Elementary (PreK – 5th)

Bolton Academy (K – 5th) 

E Rivers Elementary School (K – 5th)

Garden Hills Elementary School (PreK – 5th)

Morris Brandon Elementary School (K – 5th)

Sarah Smith Elementary School (K – 5th)

Sutton Middle School (6th - 8th)

2024-2025: NAHS 9th; MLK 6th
2027-2028: Maynard Jackson HS 9th





DLI Study Abroad

● ES - Costa Rica / Puerto Rico
● MS - Costa Rica / Puerto Rico
● HS - Proposed - Spain 



Sutton DLI - 
Current Data











Sutton Middle School
Dual Language Immersion
Courses/Curriculum

24



Language & Literature: Focus on Biliteracy

English Language & Literature 
Amplify Curriculum

Spanish Language & Literature  
Adelante Curriculum (6th, 7th)

Galería (8th)

Biliteracy Units Aligned to IB and ESOL Framework

Language Arts Standards are allocated across program languages via biliteracy units (themes). 
Students are thus exposed to enhanced literacy and language instruction focused on building 
biliteracy..



DLI Spanish Courses SY2023

Grade 
Level

Spanish Language 
Development

Core Content in Spanish Connections

6th DLI Language Arts & 
Literacy

Social Studies Visual Arts
DLI Media literacy
DLI culture and 
History
DLI Literature 
(rotation)

7th DLI Language Arts & 
Literacy

Science

8th DLI Language Arts & 
Literacy 
(HS Spanish Level 
3)

Science



The Global Seal realizes the value of language credentials and was established 
to provide an opportunity for ALL language users and students to earn 
recognition for their language proficiency skills. The Global Seal of Biliteracy by 
design is inclusive, embracing all languages and learners, with the intent to 
provide equal access and expanded opportunity.

Tests and requirements



Sutton DLI - 
Spanish Proficiency



Language Proficiency - STAMP Assessment

● Created by a team of World Language Coordinators, 
the Center for Applied Linguistics, and the Center for 
Applied Second Language Studies. 

● Administered to students annually starting in Grade 1

● Assesses proficiency level in the language domains: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing

● Cost covered by district





STAMP Test 
Listening     Speaking    Reading       Writing



Spanish Proficiency Targets
Grade Listening Speaking Reading Writing

6 Intermediate High Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Intermediate Mid

7 Advanced Low Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High

8 Advanced Low Intermediate High Advanced Low Intermediate High

9 Advanced Mid Advanced Low Advanced Low Advanced Low

10 Advanced Mid Advanced Low Advanced Mid Advanced Low

11 Advanced High Advanced Mid Advanced High Advanced Mid

12 Advanced High Advanced Mid Advanced High Advanced Mid



Secondary DLI -
Planning for High School



9th grade Academic Planning

● ELA: 9th Lit
● Science: Biology or Biology Honors 
● Social Studies: US World Affairs/ American Govt
● Electives: Art, Music, Health, PE, etc
● Math: Algebra I or Geometry
● Spanish: AP Spanish 

Goal: at least 
two courses in 
Spanish



North Atlanta Cluster

Non-DLI IB Progression:

French I
French II 
Part A

French II 
Part B

6th 7th 8th

French 
III

French 
IV

IB 
 French 
Year I

IB 
 French 
Year II

9th 10th 11th 12th

Spanish I Spanish 
II Part A

Spanish
II Part B

Spanish
III

Spanish 
IV

IB
 Spanish 
Year I

IB 
 Spanish 
Year II

Optional/IB track - 
IB Bilingual Diploma

Spanish 
Lang & 
Lit 

Spanish 
   Lang & 
Lit 

Spanish 
   Lang &      
   Lit
(HS Spanish III)

AP 
 Spanish 
Lang

AP 
 Spanish 
Lit

IB 
 Spanish 
Year I

IB 
 Spanish 
Year II

6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Proposed DLI IB Progression:

Additional Third Language  



Spanish 
Native 
Speakers I

Spanish 
Native 
Speakers II

Lit

Spanish 
Native 
Speakers 
III

AP 
Spanish 
Lang

Spanish 
Lang & 
Lit 

Spanish 
   Lang & 
Lit 

Spanish 
   Lang & 
Lit
(HS Spanish III)

Spanish 
IV

AP 
 Spanish 
Lang

Dual 
Enrollment
or Workplace 
Spanish

Dual 
Enrollment
or Workplace 
Spanish

Spanish 
Lang & 
Lit 

Spanish 
   Lang & 
Lit 

Spanish 
   Lang & 
Lit 
(HS Spanish III)

AP 
 Spanish 
Lang

AP 
 Spanish 
Lit

IB 
 Spanish 
Year I

IB 
 Spanish 
Year II

6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Third Language 

DLI Program - World Language Progression Options

Consideration: Progression for Non-IB 

Consideration: EL Newcomers with limited formal education

IB Progression



APS Secondary DLI - Next Steps 

● MS Level - The Global Seal
○ Certification: Functional Fluency 

● IB Bilingual Diploma
○ Grade 3 or higher in two languages selected from the DP  

courses in L&L
○ Grade 3 or higher in L&L or I&S and Science completed in 

a different language.
● ISA (K-12th)
● DLI Study Abroad Immersion Opportunities 



APS Secondary DLI - To Do List 

● Identify current NAHS teachers for DLI in SY2025 (AP Spanish, SNS, 
Elective, Core Content) - NAHS DLI Team

● Identify Staffing Needs for SY2025 DLI
● Hold DLI 8th Grade Parent/Student Meeting (Wed November 29th, 5:30pm)
● Update NAHS Academic Planning Guide 2024 -25, Website, and other areas 

to include DLI guidance
● Schedule NAHS DLI PLC meetings and Sutton visits for NAHS DLI Team
● Identify areas of need and timeline
● ?



Important 
Reading

Guiding Principles for Dual Language 
for Dual Language Education

By Center for Applied Linguistics 



DLI Book Study

Why Dual Language Schooling

By Thomas & Collier

Transforming Middle and High School 
Dual Language Programs

By Thomas & Collier



Questions?


